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Articles and Photo Submissions for Next Month’s Edition via the QR Code or email 
335elkstracks@gmail.com.  Deadline for submissions to Tracks is the 10th of each 
month by 5pm.

Phoenix Elks Tracks

June 2025

The Elks Tracks is the official newsletter of Phoenix Lodge 335, published monthly and distributed to all Lodge members. Content is 
subject to editing, acceptance, or rejection by the Tracks Staff. Certain articles are printed as submitted without editing, per direc-
tion of the Exalted Ruler and/or the Lodge Secretary. All written articles must be submitted in paper, email, text, or Word format. 
Graphics, pictures, and photographs must be submitted in an “Actual Size” format. Verbal changes to the content are acceptable 
with an email /re-submission.
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Proofreaders:  Brenda Kayal, Lynette Quigley, Carrie Hebert, Betty Chamberlain, Kathy Allasia, Robin McDermott, Kathy 
Jones, Dan McDermott
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Arizona Elks Association Lodge of the Year 2023-2024

Exalted Ruler, Karen Seaman 

   As we welcome the beautiful month of June, there’s a special energy in the air, flow-
ers blooming, Welcome to June — the love song written by nature.
This beautiful month brings us the Grand Lodge Convention, our Flag Day and Flag Re-
tirement Ceremony, and Father’s Day. I want to personally wish every father a day filled 
with happiness, love, and peace — and may those blessings follow you throughout the 

year.
   At the Lodge, we are introducing new ideas and menus designed for your enjoyment and conve-
nience. We warmly invite you to come experience and sample these exciting changes.
   May the Arizona summer sun have a positive impact on your well-being, optimism, and appreciation 
of nature. It’s here to brighten your days and lift your spirit!  And always remember — kindness goes a 
long, long way.

Esteemed Leading Knight, Clint Tompkins 
 
    We had a busy month of May, with all our officers participating and, under my leader-
ship as Chair, hosting the Americanism & Scholarship Awards. Al Kayal and Kirby Ever-
ingham led the way, and with the support of our Lodge, helped put some happy faces on 
these kids and young adults as they move on to greater pursuits in life. It was wonderful 
to hear their stories and achievements as they received their awards. I encourage mem-

bers to join us next year to show support for our youth at the next dinner.
   We also hosted Derby Day to raise funds for the Children’s Shopping Spree. This was a successful 
and interactive event that brought a little lighthearted wagering to the day. The games were designed 
by Linda Thompson, with help from her committee members. Thank you, Linda and crew, for creating 
such a fun event!
   In June, we look forward to seeing you at our events, including Father’s Day and the Flag Day rituals, 
where we’ll honor tradition and celebrate unity. We’re also starting Sunday Fun Days—come out to 
enjoy burgers and hot dogs by the pool!
   I look forward to seeing you all this month as we plan for our busy winter season and enjoy these 
beautiful sunny days together.

Esteemed Loyal Knight, Tyler Vanwey 

   Our Veterans Committee is done with the Cowboy Cookout and on to the next event. 
What’s the next event, you may ask? We had a great Memorial Day Service at the 
National Memorial Cemetery on May 26th. Our awesome Exalted Ruler, Karen Seaman, 
laid a wreath to honor all who have served and those who made the ultimate sacrifice 
for our country.  If you’d like to volunteer at the event, please see me or anyone from 

the Veterans Committee.
   Speaking of events please join us for the July 4th picnic at the Lodge for food and fun. Denny and 
his committee are putting together quite an event. Yours truly will be doing the cooking (assisted by 
Cindy, of course). So come on out, enjoy the pool, and have some fun!  I hope to see you all around the 
Lodge.

Esteemed Lecturing Knight, Jeff Beasley  

   Youth Week in early May was a big success! Thank you to everyone who helped 
celebrate and support our amazing youth! We had a fun-filled movie night on May 24 
and are already looking forward to our next Kids Activity Movie Night coming up in 
early June.  Wishing everyone a season of joy and brotherly love!

Pictured from left to right:
Christopher Oliphant, Brian Thompson, Anthony Knapp, Exalted Ruler Karen Seaman, 
Larry Hartley, Matthew Demetrulias, Nelson Santiago, Brianna Vanwey, Taylor Alba.

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS! 

Elks Tracks is printed by Valley Newspapers, 23043 N 16th Lane, Phoenix, AZ 85027, 623-445-2800
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PHOENIX ELKS LODGE #335 
CONTACTS 
2025-2026 
bpoephx335@gmail.com
Office 602-482-2335

Exalted Ruler
Karen Seaman 602-315-0939
Punkimonki@AOL.com
Esteemed Leading Knight  
Clint Tompkins 602-400-4431 
Clint.Tompkins.elks335@gmail.com
Esteemed Loyal Knight 
Tyler Vanwey 816-863-1101
vanweyt@gmail.com
Esteemed Lecturing Knight 
Jeff Beasley 918-808-2605 
jeff@elks.life
Secretary
Brenda Kayal 602-380-2349
bkayal@msn.com
Treasurer
Diane Bodwell, PER 602-989-8940
elks335treasurer@gmail.com
Esquire
Shawna Lang 480-327-8082
shawna.7@live.com
Chaplain
Becky Simons 602-697-1175 
ocheltr@aol.com
Inner Guard
Lisa Ferguson 253-678-8502
lmmf77@hotmail.com 
Tiler
Patricia Stewart 602-316-1548
pstewartaz@gmail.com
Vocalist
Vacant
1 Year Trustee
Ken Stewart 602-568-6050
kstewartaz@yahoo.com
2 Year Trustee 
Marty Griffith, PER 602-614-8663
martygriffith53@gmail.com
3 Year Trustee
Clem Brown 602-790-0546 Chairman
campmaster@cox.net
4 Year Trustee
Al Kayal, PDDGER, PSP 602-451-8413
akayal@msn.com
5 Year Trustee
Terry Jones 602-432-1645
tljonesazinc@gmail.com

Phoenix Elks Committee Directory
Accident Prevention: 
Marty Griffith, PER 602-614-8663
martygriffith53@gmail.com
Americanism:
TBD
Americanism Essays:
Kirby Everingham 480-201-5997
r2k2ever@gmail.com
Antlers:
Eileen Austin 602-644-6343
rubyrhino@cox.net
Applications:
Linda Thompson 307-421-4683 
lthompsonncua@gmail.com

Arizona Elks Major Projects (AEMP) 
Larry Bodwell PDDGER 602-989-5896
LDBodwell@gmail.com

Audit & Accounting:
Tim Woods, PDDGER 602-762-4629 
tim@azwoods.com
Banquet Reservations Manager
Nadine Lucas 602-482-2339
elksroomrentals335@gmail.com
Bingo:
Tim Woods, PDDGER 602-762-4629 
tim@azwoods.com
Blood Drive:
Becky Simons 602-697-1175 
ocheltr@aol.com 
Charity Ball:
TBD
Children’s Shopping Spree:
Linda Thompson 307-421-4683
lthompsonncua@gmail.com
Club Manager
Nadine Lucas 602-482-2339
Clubmgr335@gmail.com
Dictionary/ Young Readers Day/Read 
Across America:
Dawn Ferguson 602-651-4902
Drug Awareness:	
Michelle Black 602-694-6095
mmblack32@gmail.com
Electronic Lodge Communications ONE:
Dan McDermott 909-994-0369  
ddmcdermott@gmail.com
Elks Kids:
Stephanie Beasley 480-600-3968
stephanie.beasley20@gmail.com
Elks Kids Family Night:
Rhonda Houtz 480-703-7411
Elks National Foundation:
Diane Bodwell, PER 602-989-8940
elks335treasurer@gmail.com
Flag Day:
Becky Simons 602-697-1175 
ocheltr@aol.com
Facilities Committee: 
Jim Bowe 602-466-8451
jimbowe@cox.net
Friday Volunteer Servers:
Nadine Lucas 602-482-2339
clubmgr335@gmail.com
Funeral:
Al Kayal, PDDGER, PSP 602-451-8413
akayal@msn.com
Golf Programs 
Kurt Albertson 602-770-8763
Government Relations:
Al Kayal, PDDGER, PSP 602-451-8413
akayal@msn.com
Hoop Shoot:
Jason Begalke 480-322-2451
House Committee 
Larry Bodwell PDDGER 602-989-5896
LDBodwell@gmail.com
Membership:
Clint Tompkins 602-400-4431 
Clint.Tompkins.elks335@gmail.com
Past Exalted Rulers Association: 
Clem Brown 602-790-0546
campmaster@cox.net
Picnics:
Denny McFadden 860-805-0045
dfmcfadden49@gmail.com
Presiding Justice:
Philip Whitaker 602-423-8118
Protocol: (Co-Chairs)
Randy Sterling 602-616-3871
bullelk335@gmail.com & 
Dawn Sterling 602-242-4470
dawnscandles@cox.net

Public Relations
Jeff Beasley 918-808-2605 
jeff@elks.life
Queen of Hearts: 
Diane Bodwell, PER 602-989-8940 
elks335treasurer@gmail.com
Salvation Army Bell Ringers: 
Patricia Stewart 602-316-1548
pstewartaz@gmail.com
Scholarships:
Al Kayal, PDDGER, PSP 602-451-8413
akayal@msn.com
Scouts Liaison, Boys & Girls:
Damien Speck 602-399-2277 
dspeckelks335@gmail.com
Soccer Shoot:
Michael Finical  602-284-6254 
mfinical@cox.net
Steak Fry Dinners
Vacant 
Thanksgiving Baskets:
Becky Simons 602-697-1175 
ocheltr@aol.com
Tracks Editor:
Heather Leal 602-434-6046
HeatherLeal.hl@gmail.com 
Trustees:  
Clem Brown, PER 602-790-0546
campmaster@cox.net
Veterans:
Tyler Vanwey 816-863-1101
vanweyt@gmail.com
Wheel O’ Elkdom:
Alice Brown, 602-770-8618
campmaster@cox.net
Youth Activities:
Jeff Beasley 918-808-2605 
jeff@elks.life

Secretary’s Information
Sickness and Distress:

The following Sickness and Distress was reported 
at the April 17, 2025 and the May 1, 2025 Lodge 
session.

*Diane Bodwell, PER reported that Debby Muel-
ler, wife of Past Exalted Ruler, Gary Mueller will 
be undergoing surgery and radiation for her brain 
tumors.

*Diane also reported that Past Exalted Ruler, Ken 
White had been released from the hospital after 
an 8 day stay with an infection in his leg but is 
now back in the hospital.

*Shawna Lang, Esquire reported that sister Lark 
Bradley has passed away from throat cancer.

*Eleanor Ybarra requested prayers for her sister 
whose son (Eleanor’s nephew) had passed away 
at the age of 54.

*Randy Sterling, PER reported that Dawn is doing 
well after knee replacement surgery and will be 
back in no time.  Randy thanked all the members 
for their prayers.

*Jeff Beasley, Est. Lecturing Knight reported that 
the brother of Hilary Parks has passed away.

Please keep these members and their families in 
your thoughts and prayers.

PROPOSITION FOR MEMBERSHIP: 
The following applicants were read on the floor 
of the Lodge at the April 17, 2025 and May 1, 2025 
Lodge sessions.

By Initiation	 Proposer
Taylor Alba	 Tyler Vanwey
Darrell Beitel	 David Mahalovich
Sue Beitel		 David Mahalovich
Matthew Demetrulias   Jeff Beasley
Jason Lee Grisman	 Josh Miller
Rudy Jaramillo	 Kathleen Sineca

Jaclene Leinstock	 Mike Costa
Nelson Santiago	 Damien Speck
Brianna Leigh Vanwey   Tyler Vanwey
Wolfgang Wiemer	 Norm Bertram

Associate Member
William H. Herring, III member of Scottsdale 
Lodge #2148

Applicants were referred to the Applications 
Committee.
   Applications Committee Report:

Report of the April 16, 2025 Applications Com-
mittee Meeting.     
The following applicants were favorably recom-
mended for membership by the committee.

By Initiation				  
Taylor Alba	       Brittany Behrens	
Matthew Demetrulias   Larry Hartley		
Stacy Hutton	       Anthony Knapp
Christopher Oliphant     Nelson Santiago
Brian Thompson      Brianna Leigh Vanwey	

Balloting:
The following applicants were balloted on at the 
April 17, 2025 Lodge session.

By Initiation				  
Taylor Alba	       Brittany Behrens		
Matthew Demetrulias   Larry Hartley		
Stacy Hutton	       Anthony Knapp
Christopher Oliphant    Nelson Santiago		
Brian Thompson   Brianna Leigh Vanwey	

All applicants were voted on in the affirmative.

Initiation:
The following 8 American citizens were initiated 
into Phoenix Lodge #335 at the May 1, 2025 Lodge 
Sessions. 
Taylor Alba	     Matthew Demetrulias	
Larry Hartley	     Anthony Knapp		
Christopher Oliphant   Nelson Santiago	
Brian Thompson      Brianna Leigh Vanwey	

Membership/Lapsation Report: 

Beginning Membership Total 4/1/2025  1081 
Increases:					  
Initiated			   11
Affiliated 			  0
Reinstated 		  0
Subtotal			   11
Decreases:
Dropped			   6
Transferred Out		  1
Deaths			   0
Expelled			   1
Subtotal			   8
	    
CLMS Active Members	 1084
Average Age		  65.13
Gain/Loss			  3
Delinquency:
Six Months		  240
One Year			   1 
Over One Year		  0
Total			   240
Lapsation Rate		  22.29% 
Life Members		  149
Honorary Life Members	 1
Total           		  150
Life Percentage		  13.88%
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Elk of the Month
Submitted by Karen Seaman, Exalted Ruler

   We are proud to honor 
Carroll Mumford as our 
Elk of the Month for June 
2025!
   Born in Emporium, 
Pennsylvania, Carroll and 
his wife Dianne, originally 
from Rochester, New York, 
have built a life rooted in 
family and service. They 
raised two children, David 
and Kim. Although they 
sadly lost David a few years 
ago, his memory remains 
cherished. In the late 1990s, after both children relocat-
ed to Arizona, Carroll and Dianne made the decision to 
move west as well, preferring to be close to family rather 
than make repeated trips from New York.
   Carroll has lived a life of dedication and hard work. He 
served as a volunteer firefighter in Brighton, New York, 
a suburb of Rochester, for many years. His professional 
career included 17 years at General Motors in the Field 
Systems Division, and prior to that, he worked at RT 
French, home of the famous French’s Mustard. Mean-
while Dianne, built her career with Rocosh, a nonprofit 
Environmental Health and Safety organization.
   Remarkably, Carroll has retired five times, but his 
commitment to community never wavered. A member of 
the Elks for 21 years, he has made a lasting impact on our 
Lodge. He has faithfully served on the Audit Committee 
for many years, volunteered for Bingo, and was proud 
to serve as Inner Guard under Marilyn Burkhardt. For 
the past three years, Carroll has been one of our beloved 
front desk greeters, welcoming members and guests with 
warmth and a ready smile.
   Carroll jokes that he enjoys the “boring and monoto-
nous” tasks, but we know better. His presence is a corner-
stone of our Lodge, and his loyal, upbeat spirit never goes 
unnoticed. Known affectionately as “Hey You!” by many 
who see him regularly at the front desk, Carroll embodies 
the heart and hospitality of Phoenix Elks Lodge #335.
   Congratulations, Carroll, and thank you for all you do!

April Kudos 
Submitted by Karen Seaman, Exalted Ruler

Dear Members,
   As we move forward into a new month, I’d like to take 
a moment to recognize several of our remarkable mem-
bers and officers who went above and beyond in April. 
Their dedication and hard work continue to strengthen 
our Lodge and our mission of service.
   Clint Thompkins, Esteemed Leading Knight, and Tyler 
Vanwey, Esteemed Loyal Knight.  Your incredible efforts 
on the Cowboy Cookout and the cleanup were nothing 
short of amazing, especially since you also supported the 
Honor Flight the same day. Thank you both for working 
so hard and so well with your fellow volunteers. It was a 
day filled with teamwork, and everyone involved did an 
exemplary job!
   A heartfelt thank you goes out to Tom Schiavone, Becky 
Simons, Chaplain, and our PERs Carol and Joe Brown 
and Gus Noble for your help in moving and storing 
furniture donated by a store in Chandler. Your labor 
and coordination made it possible for these goods to be 
shared with our Veterans .  Our efforts will make a real 
difference in their lives.
   And last but certainly not least, a huge shout-out to Jeff 
Beasley, Esteemed Lecturing Knight, for securing a Procla-
mation from Governor Katie Hobbs recognizing May 1–7 
as Youth Week in Arizona. What an outstanding contribu-
tion and a proud moment for our Lodge!
   We are so fortunate to have such dedicated members 
and officers. Your commitment to service and your love 
for our community shine brightly. Thank you all for your 
hard work! You are truly appreciated!

Superheroes Save the 
Day!
Submitted by Karen Seaman, Exalted Ruler

   Pictured below are the Phoenix Elks Lodge #335 su-
perheroes who took on the mighty task of wrestling with 
a giant hot water heater and won! These three heroes 

not only removed the 
old, broken, water-filled 
beast (a true back-break-
ing misery), but they 
also installed the new 
one, saving the Lodge 
a boatload of money by 
doing it themselves.
   Who are these amazing 
members? None other 
than Jim Bowe, Rick 
Pojman, and Larry 
Bodwell. I’m sure we all 
agree that this was a job 
that only true superhe-
roes would be willing, 

and maybe even able, to tackle.
   From the bottom of our Elk hearts; thank you. You guys 
are truly the best!

Youth Awards
Submitted by Jeff Beasley, Esteemed Lecturing Knight 

   On May 2, 2025, Phoenix Elks Lodge #335 proudly 
hosted its annual Youth Awards Dinner, honoring 22 
exceptional students from 14 schools. In addition to the 
student recognitions, the event also celebrated:
•	 Teacher of the Year
•	 Administrator of the Year
•	 Cub Scout, Boy Scout, and Girl Scout of the Year
•	 Sea Cadet of the Year
   Each youth honoree received a Congressional Certifi-
cate from U.S. Congressman David Schweikert’s office. 
Arizona Governor Katie Hobbs officially proclaimed May 
1–7 as Youth Week. Awards were presented by Miss 
Arizona USA and Elk K. Johnson, joined by Esteemed 
Lecturing Knight Jeff Beasley.
   Special thanks go to Fatso’s Pizza for donating the eve-
ning’s meal and to the 25+ Elks volunteers who served 
over 180 attendees. The ceremony began with an invo-
cation by Al Kayal (Past State President, Arizona Elks) 
and the Pledge of Allegiance, led by Commander James 
George of the U.S. Naval Sea Cadets. A surprise appear-
ance by Elroy the Elk added a fun and festive touch to the 
evening.

2025 Youth Awards Honorees
Students of the Year
•	 Notre Dame Preparatory HS: Aidah McGhay (9th)
•	 Great Hearts Anthem Prep: Nicholas Van Cleve 

(11th), Christopher Van Cleve (7th)
•	 Madison Middle School #1: Johanna Sector (8th)
•	 Great Hearts North Phoenix Prep: William McDer-

mott (7th), Claire Miller (10th)
•	 AZ Agribusiness & Equine Center HS: Diane          

Fernandez (9th)
•	 Raymond S. Kellis HS: Brynlee Champine (9th)
•	 Desert Shadows MS: Leah Sue (8th)
•	 Freedom Academy: Ryan Leal (8th)
Desert Shadows Elementary School Honorees
•	 Lucas Davis (1st)
•	 Jolie McElroy (2nd)
•	 Kailee Kimura (3rd)

•	 Jordan Magby (4th)
•	 Rhowynn Pelberg-Caldwell (5th)
•	 Marilyn “Maymay” Pershing (6th)
Elks Youth of the Year
•	 Kenadie Beasley – Desert Shadows Elementary (3rd)
•	 Ryan Leal – Freedom Academy (8th)
•	 Charlotte Sector – Desert Shadows High School 

(10th)
Administrator of the Year
•	 Bryan Cunningham – Principal, Desert Shadows 

Elementary School
Teacher of the Year
•	 April Padilla-Gladden – Kindergarten, Desert         

Shadows Elementary
Antler of the Year
•	 William McDermott
Scout Awards
•	 Boy Scout of the Year: Brandon Schrock, Troop #607
•	 Girl Scout of the Year: Alysa Duhame, Troop #181
•	 Cub Scout of the Year: Wyatt Creed, Pack #335
Sea Cadet of the Year
•	 Petty Officer 1st Class Zoe Schuster – U.S. Naval Sea 

Cadets, Phoenix Division

Elks Deliver!
Submitted by Jeff Beasley, Esteemed Lecturing Knight 

   Phoenix Elks Lodge #335 proudly continues its com-
mitment to community and compassion through a recent 
donation benefiting Homeless Youth Connection (HYC). 
Thanks to the generosity of our incredible members, 16 
beautiful prom dresses were donated to help high school 
students experiencing homelessness attend their prom 
with confidence, dignity, and joy.
   In addition to the dresses, the Lodge also donated 30 
Easter gift bags to youth in transitional housing at HYC’s 
facility—offering hope, smiles, and seasonal cheer to 
those who need it most.
   The dresses and gift bags were delivered to Jesika 
SanFelippo with Homeless Youth Connection and were 
graciously handed off by Exalted Ruler Karen Seaman 
and Esteemed Lecturing Knight Jeff Beasley.
   “Every young person deserves to feel seen, celebrated, 
and valued—especially on prom night,” said Exalted 
Ruler Karen Seaman.
   This project reflects the Elks’ cardinal principle of Char-
ity, and reminds us that small acts of kindness can bring 
light and dignity into the lives of those who need it most.
   To learn more or get involved with Homeless Youth 
Connection, visit: https://hycaz.org

Derby Day 
Fun!
Submitted by Linda Thompson, CCSS Chair

   It was a muddy track in Kentucky, but not at Lodge 
#335! We had a beautiful day, and our jockeys stayed dry 
while enjoying all the fun and excitement. 
			           (continuted on page 4)
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   We had 90 guests and donors for the Children’s Christ-
mas Shopping Spree, who enjoyed delicious treats, spring 
cocktails, and tons of games and prizes.
   The winning horse owner was “Spike” Kurt Stimac, who 
took home $300 with the help of his volunteer jockey/
dice roller Avery Demetralias (pictured left with Linda 
Thompson). Be sure to check out all the pictures of our 
horses, owners, and the wonderful 
hats!
   But the biggest winners of the day 
were the kids in the upcoming 2025 
Children’s Christmas Shopping Spree. 
Thanks to generous donations, game 
proceeds, and the success of Cindy 
Pendergrass’ delicious dinner, we 
raised approximately $1,750 for the 
cause.  I’m so grateful to all of our 
wonderful volunteers and horse owners, who turned their 
nags into stunning thoroughbreds, and to all our gener-
ous donor guests.
   Keep an eye out for the next CCSS Cash Calendar, on 
sale in July and August, and don’t miss our Elks Fair on 
September 13th — another great day of fun, prizes, and 
cash giveaways!
   If you have entertaining skills, like performing magic 
or teaching crafts, we’d love to have your help at the Elks 
Fair. Please contact Linda at (307) 421-4683 to join the 
fun!

Cowboy Cookout
   The Cowboy Cookout on April 26, hosted by Larry 
Bodwell, had a strong turnout with about 250 people 
attending. The event was well-staffed, with 11 officers 
present, many PERS, and a large group of volunteers who 
helped from beginning to end.
   Food tickets sold out early, and both the main meal and 
desserts were well received. A live band played through-
out the event, providing music for families, children, and 
guests of all ages.
   Visitors came from several Elks Lodges, including Chan-
dler, Sun City, and Scottsdale. The District Deputy and 
First Lady also attended, showing their support.
   The 50/50 raffle raised nearly $1,000 for the Veterans 
Committee. Around 10 baskets were also auctioned off to 
support the same cause.
   Volunteers stayed to clean up after the event and made 
sure everything was handled well. It was a successful 
night and a good example of teamwork in action.

Annual Scholarship 
Awards Banquet
Submitted by Al Kayal, PSP; Scholarship Committee Chair

   On Sunday, May 4, 2025, the Phoenix Elks Lodge 
#335 Scholarship Committee held its annual Scholarship 
Awards Banquet in conjunction with the Lodge American-
ism Committee’s Americanism Essay Contest awards pre-
sentations. Approximately 100 awardees, family, teachers, 
and supporters were in attendance to honor these talent-
ed and accomplished young ladies and gentlemen. The 
Lodge awarded $21,000 to ten local high school seniors 
to assist them in defraying the cost of their education in 
the fall. In addition to the Lodge scholarships, one stu-
dent was presented with an additional scholarship from 
the Arizona Elks Association (AEA), and three students 
were presented with Grand Lodge Most Valuable Student 
Scholarships (MVS). Last but not least, a Grand Lodge 
Legacy Scholarship was presented to the daughter of a 
member of Phoenix Elks Lodge #335.

Scholarship Recipients:
•	 Kira Agiro – BASIS Phoenix; $3,000 Lodge Scholar-

ship, $4,000 MVS Scholarship
•	 Christella Nyandwi – Camelback High School; 

$2,500 Lodge Scholarship, $2,000 AEA Scholarship
•	 Katya Rubin – Chaparral High School; $2,000 Lodge 

Scholarship
•	 Akshita Khanna – BASIS Phoenix; $1,500 Lodge 

Scholarship
•	 Anita Misra – BASIS Phoenix; $1,500 Lodge Schol-

arship
•	 Faith Huang – Horizon High School; $4,000 Legacy 

Scholarship
•	 Abhiram Kilaru – Paradise Valley High School; 

$3,000 Lodge Scholarship, $4,000 MVS Scholarship
•	 Tanay Naik – BASIS Phoenix; $2,500 Lodge Scholar-

ship, $4,000 MVS Scholarship
•	 Shubham Kale – Paradise Valley High School; $2,000 

Lodge Scholarship
•	 Luke Mowery – St. Mary’s Catholic High School; 

$1,500 Lodge Scholarship
•	 Ryan Penney – Chaparral High School; $1,500 Lodge 

Scholarship
   We congratulate all our scholarship winners and wish 
them the best as they pursue their chosen fields of study. 
The Lodge, AEA, and MVS scholarships are awarded to 
high school seniors filing an application through the Elks 
Grand Lodge website. Applications for the 2025–2026 
scholarship cycle will be available for completion begin-
ning August 1, 2025. The Legacy Scholarship is awarded 
to high school seniors who are children or grandchildren 
of Elks members.

Flag Day History
Submitted by Linda Thompson

   In July of 1908, the Elks’ Grand Lodge provided for the 
annual nationwide observance of Flag Day on the 14th of 
June each year, making it mandatory for each subordinate 
Lodge in the Order. June 14 was officially established as 
Flag Day by a proclamation by President Woodrow Wil-
son in 1916. Flag Day was not a national observance until 
1949. President Harry Truman, himself an Elks member, 
was inspired through his Lodge in Independence, Missou-
ri, to sign an act of Congress that dedicated June 14 to 
the symbol of our country.
—Grand Lodge Elks Site

   On the “Red Skelton Hour” on January 14, 1969, Red 
Skelton (1913 1997) shared a memorable story:
   “I had this one teacher, Mr. Lasswell, the principal of 
Harrison School in Vincennes, Indiana. To me, he was 
the greatest teacher, a true sage. During one Pledge of 
Allegiance recitation, he noticed our delivery had become 
monotonous. He asked if he could recite it, explaining the 
meaning of each word to us.
   ‘I me, an individual, a committee of one.
   Pledge dedicate all my worldly goods to give without 
self-pity.
   Allegiance my love and my devotion.
   To the Flag our standard, Old Glory, a symbol of free-
dom. Wherever she waves, there is respect because your 
loyalty has given her a dignity that shouts freedom is 
everybody’s job.
   Of the United that means we have all come together.
States individual communities united into 48 great states, 
each with its own pride and dignity but united for a com-
mon cause, love of country.
   And to the Republic a state in which sovereign power 
rests in representatives chosen by the people to govern, 
with government being from the people to the leaders, 
not the other way around.
   For Which it Stands One Nation, so blessed by God.
   Indivisible incapable of being divided.
   With Liberty which is freedom, the right to live one’s 
life without threats, fear, or any sort of retaliation.
   And Justice the principle of dealing fairly with others.
   For All meaning it’s as much your country as it is mine.’
   Now, let’s say it again...”
   His words remind us of our deep connection to the flag 
and our nation.
   Thanks to Fort Madison, IA Lodge #374 for sharing 
this anecdote. The Phoenix Elks Lodge #335 is proud to 
be part of an organization responsible for this national 
holiday.

Youth Week
Submitted by Jeff Beasley, Esteemed Lecturing Knight 

    The State of Arizona has officially proclaimed May 1–7, 
2025 as Elks Arizona Youth Week! Thank you to Governor 
Katie Hobbs for recognizing the important contributions 
of our young citizens and the role organizations like the 
Elks play in supporting and inspiring the next generation 
of leaders. Phoenix Elks #335 Lodge is proud to sponsor 
activities and celebrations throughout the week in honor 
of our Junior Citizens, their service, leadership, and 
bright futures! Let’s continue to encourage, uplift, and 
guide our youth as they grow into tomorrow’s leaders!
(See proclamation on page 5!) 

Student of the Month
Submitted by Jeff Beasley, Esteemed Lecturing Knight 

Desert Shadows Elementary
K-Melody Ahler
1-Lucas Davis
2-Emily Ahler
3-Ava Blank
4-Gianna Gutierrez
5-Lilly Wright 
6-Adele Munoz Moreno

Honor Flight 
Submitted by Larry Bodwell, PDDGER, House Committee 
Chairman

   Phoenix Elks Lodge #335 hosted another successful 
Honor Flight Luncheon on April 26. We hosted approxi-
mately 200 Veterans and their families. Your Elks Lodge 
has been hosting these luncheons for about 15 years, and 
the feeling you get from seeing veterans sitting with other 
vets and talking about things they may not have spoken 
about in more than 50 years is so rewarding and worth 
all the time and effort.
   If you find you have some free time and want to be 
involved with the Veterans of our community, please 
contact the Veterans Committee or our Loyal Knight, 
Tyler Vanway, and let them know that you want to help 



Veterans.
   Remember: “AS LONG AS THERE ARE VETERANS, THE 
ELKS WILL NEVER FORGET THEM.”

Pictured: Mike Mazor, James Ray, David Hawk, Chris 
Encins and Patrick Sliney
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
12-3 Sunday Funday! 

2
9am Pool Players 
12pm Poker Games
1pm Bunco
5:30pm Pasta Dinner

3
12pm Texas Hold’em 
5:00pm-6:30pm Dinner
6:00pm House Comm 
Mtg 
6:30pm Public Bingo
7pm Trustees Mtg

4
9am Pool Players  
12pm-5pm Blood Drive
5:30pm Steak Night
7pm Orientation
7:15pm Trivia

5
12pm Poker Games
7pm Lodge Mtg

6
9am Pool Players 
11am Canasta 
5:30pm Dinner
7pm Weekend at 
Bernies Outdoor Movie 
Night

7
5-10pm Officers BBQ
6:30pm Texas Hold’em

8
12-3 Sunday Funday! 

9
9am Pool Players 
12pm Poker Games
5:30pm Pasta Dinner

10
12pm Texas Hold’em  
5:00pm-6:30pm Dinner
6pm Kids Comm Mtg
6:30pm Public Bingo

11
9am Pool Players  
5:30pm Steak Night
7:15pm Song Bingo

12
12pm Poker Games

13
9am Pool Players 
11am Canasta 
5:30pm Dinner
6pm Live Music 
Cadillac Assembly

14
7pm Kids Outdoor 
Movie Night Mufasa
7pm Fun Bingo

15
9am PER Breakfast
12pm Flag Day & 
Fathers Day Ritual

16
9am Pool Players 
12pm Poker Games
5:30pm Pasta Dinner

17
12pm Texas Hold’em 
5:00pm-6:30pm Dinner
6:00pm House Comm 
Mtg 
6:30pm Public Bingo
7pm Trustees Mtg

18
9am Pool Players  
5:30pm Steak Night
7pm Application Mtg
7:15pm Trivia

19
12pm Poker Games
7pm Lodge Mtg

20
9am Pool Players 
11am Canasta 
5:30pm Dinner
6:30pm Live Music 
David Clark

21
12pm Pool Tournament
6:30pm Texas Hold’em
6pm Family Bingo

22
12-3 Sunday Funday! 

23
9am Pool Players 
12pm Poker Games
5:30pm Pasta Dinner

24
12pm Texas Hold’em  
5:00pm-6:30pm Dinner
6:30pm Public Bingo

25
9am Pool Players  
5:30pm Steak Night
7:15pm Jeopardy

26
12pm Poker Games
6pm Veterans Mtg
7pm PER Mtg 

27
9am Pool Players 
11am Canasta 
5:30pm Dinner

28
5:30pm Dinner
7pm Fun Bingo

29
12-3 Sunday Funday! 

30
9am Pool Players 
12pm Poker Games
5:30pm Pasta Dinner

Lounge Hours:				  
Monday-Thursday: 11am-10pm		
Friday and Saturday: 11am-11pm
Sunday: 11am-7pm 

Hours:
Monday-Thursday: 9am-10pm
Friday: 9am till close
Saturday: 11am till close
Sunday: 11am -7pm

Office Hours:
Monday-Thursday: 9am-2pm

June 2025

Friday Night Food Servers Needed!
Come in, join a team, and help once a month for just a couple 

of  hours on a Friday.
Meet members and make new friends. Contact Cindy 

Pendergrass to get involved! Members, spouses, and widows 
may volunteer!

Phone: 623-582-4298
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Dinner served 5:30 p.m. to 
7:00 p.m.
Groups of  8+ please call a 
day in advance:
(602) 482-2335

June 6th 
Chicken Piccata $16
Baked Fish / Beer-Battered 
Fish & Chips – $14

June 13th
Prime Rib – $23
Baked Fish / Beer-Battered 
Fish & Chips – $14

June 20th
Liver and Onions OR 
Chicken $16
Baked Fish / Beer-Battered 
Fish & Chips – $14

June 27th
BBQ Ribs OR Chicken $16
Baked Fish / Beer-Battered 
Fish & Chips – $14

All dinner prices are a flat 
fee and include tax.

Every Friday night:
Soup, Mixed Greens, & 
Coleslaw – $9.00
Kids’ menu – Only $5.00

Desserts: Donation, please

Any substitutions or 
changes will be listed on 
the menu board in the 
lounge.
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