
Esteemed Loyal Knight, Jeff Beasley 

   As we celebrate Independence Day and the 250th year of our nation’s history, we are reminded of the 
freedoms and opportunities made possible by generations of Americans before us. Since our founding 
in 1896, we have proudly served our community, supported veterans, invested in youth, and upheld the 
values of patriotism, charity, justice, and brotherly love.
   This past month, we were honored to host an Honor Flight luncheon for veterans of World War II, the 
Korean War, and the Vietnam War. Thanks to our Lodge volunteers, we welcomed these American heroes 

and the volunteers who make Honor Flight possible. We also held a wonderful Flag Day Ceremony featuring special 
guest speaker Lt. Colonel Shayne R. Carroll and family, whose remarks reminded us of the importance of honoring our 
flag and those who serve under it.
   Our Veterans Committee continues to make a meaningful impact through Honor Flight, Flag Day, flag placement at 
the National Memorial Cemetery, bingo and activities at the VA Community Living Center, and Nation of Patriots events.
This month, we are launching our Giving Sundays program. On the last Sunday of each month, we will collect needed 
supplies for homeless youth through our partnership with Homeless Youth Connection.
   We have also formed a new Patriotism Week Committee to work with our Law & Order Night and Firefighter 
Appreciation Committees in expanding our efforts to honor those who serve our nation and community. I am grateful 
for the leadership already in place and pleased to welcome chair Rick Harrach, along with Loyal Knight chair leaders 
Randy Sterling, Bill Darr, Al Kayal, Nicole Beach, Kathy Jones, Diane Bodwell and Lizanne Luke.
   Finally, I look forward to seeing everyone at our July 4th Picnic. The Picnic Committee has once again planned what is 
sure to be a memorable event for our members, families, and guests.
   Thank you for your continued service and dedication to our Lodge, our veterans, our youth, and our community. Have 
a safe and happy Fourth of July!

Esteemed Lecturing Knight, Shawna Lang 

   Do you ever feel unheard or left out? Do you have ideas you wish could be shared? Do you want to 
make a difference? I know the perfect place for all of that—our Lodge Meetings!  Lodge Meetings are 
held at least once a month, and most months we meet twice. Meetings begin at 7:00 p.m. and are open 
to all card-carrying members.  We currently have 1,123 members. On average, aside from the Lodge 
Officers, only about 10 members attend our meetings. Those few members help make decisions that 

affect the entire Lodge.  The truth is, our Lodge Meetings are actually fun! We have two different money raffles, and 
after the opening ceremonies, the atmosphere is relaxed and welcoming. There are plenty of smiles, laughter, and good 
fellowship.  Most importantly, Lodge Meetings give you an opportunity to be involved. If you have concerns, ideas, 
questions, or simply want to know what’s happening at the Lodge, this is the place to be. It’s your chance to have your 
voice heard and to feel like an active part of something meaningful.   I encourage you to come to a Lodge Meeting and 
see for yourself. Your ideas matter, your opinions count, and your participation helps make our Lodge stronger.
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Articles and Photo Submissions for Next Month’s Edition via 
the QR Code or email 335elkstracks@gmail.com.  Deadline for 
submissions to Tracks is the 10th of each month by 5pm.
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Exalted Ruler, Clint Tompkins 
“July in Phoenix may bring the heat, but it’s the friendships and fellowship at our Lodge that make summer memorable.”
   As we welcome July, I want to thank everyone who helped make June such a special month at Phoenix Elks Lodge #335.  We began the month by hosting the AEA 
Presidential Organizational Meeting on June 6th, welcoming members from Lodges across our district. It was a great opportunity to connect, share ideas, and showcase the 
hospitality that makes our Lodge so special.
   We also held a meaningful Flag Day Ceremony featuring a wonderful speaker from Luke Air Force Base. Thank you to our Chaplain and Veterans Committee for helping 

organize such a memorable event.
   Our Father’s Day celebration was another great gathering, filled with fellowship, laughs, cigars for the fathers, and bubble gum cigars that added some fun to the day.
As we move into July, we look forward to our 4th of July celebration and all the events planned throughout the month. While I won’t be able to attend the holiday celebration because I’ll be 
in Chicago attending Grand Lodge and proudly representing Phoenix Elks Lodge #335, I look forward to seeing many of you at the other events our officers have planned.
   Thank you for everything you do to make our Lodge welcoming, active, and strong. As we continue through the summer, remember our motto: “If you see a need, take the lead.”
Enjoy July, stay cool, and I hope to see you around the Lodge soon.

Esteemed Leading Knight, Tyler Vanwey 
   July is here, which means three things: it’s hot, it’s really hot, and Phoenix is reminding us why we have air conditioning.  Fortunately, we have something even better to 
look forward to—our annual July 4th Picnic!
   As Elks, we’re proud to celebrate our nation’s independence, enjoy the company of good friends, and consume enough picnic food to make us question our life choices by the 
end of the day. It’s a tradition as American as fireworks, hot dogs, and someone insisting they can handle the heat “because it’s a dry heat.”
   Our July 4th Picnic is a chance to relax, laugh, and spend time with our Lodge family. Whether you’re there for the burgers, the fellowship, the games, or just to see who 
forgot sunscreen this year, there’s something for everyone.  A special thank you goes out to our volunteers. These dedicated members work tirelessly behind the scenes to 

make sure the food is hot, the drinks are cold, and nobody accidentally grills a spatula. Their efforts are what make events like this a success.
   As we celebrate our nation’s birthday, let’s also celebrate the friendships and camaraderie that make Phoenix Elks Lodge #335 such a great place to be. New members, longtime members, 
and guests alike are all welcome to join the fun.
   So put on your red, white, and blue, grab your appetite, and come enjoy a great day with your fellow Elks. Together we’ll celebrate freedom, fellowship, and the fact that nobody has yet 
suggested holding the picnic in August.  Have a safe and happy Fourth of July, and I’ll see you at the picnic!
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PHOENIX ELKS LODGE #335 
CONTACTS 
2026-2027 
bpoephx335@gmail.com
Office 602-482-2335

Exalted Ruler
Clint Tompkins 602-400-4431 
Clint.Tompkins.elks335@gmail.com
Esteemed Leading Knight  
Tyler Vanwey 816-863-1101
vanweyt@gmail.com
Esteemed Loyal Knight 
Jeff Beasley 918-808-2605 
jeff@elks.life
Esteemed Lecturing Knight 
Shawna Lang 480-327-8082
shawna.7@live.com
Secretary
Brenda Kayal 602-380-2349
bkayal@msn.com
Treasurer
Diane Bodwell, DDGER 602-989-8940
elks335treasurer@gmail.com
Esquire
Becky Simons 602-697-1175 
ocheltr@aol.com
Chaplain
Carol Brown, PER 480-239-8273
navasgrammy@yahoo.com
Inner Guard
Vacant
Tiler
Patricia Stewart 602-316-1548
pstewartaz@gmail.com
Vocalist
Vacant
1 Year Trustee
Marty Griffith, PER 602-614-8663
martygriffith53@gmail.com
2 Year Trustee 
Clem Brown, PER 602-790-0546
campmaster@cox.net
3 Year Trustee/ Chairman
Al Kayal, HLM, PDDGER, PSP 
602-451-8413
akayal@msn.com
4 Year Trustee
Terry Jones 602-432-1645
tljonesazinc@gmail.com
5 Year Trustee
Jim Bowe 602-466-8451
jimbowe@cox.net

Phoenix Elks Committee Directory
Accident Prevention: 
Marty Griffith, PER 602-614-8663
martygriffith53@gmail.com
Americanism Essays:
Tammara Gage 607-434-2871 
tammaragage@yahoo.com
Antlers:
Eileen Austin 602-644-6343
rubyrhino@cox.net
Applications:
Linda Thompson 307-421-4683 
lthompsonncua@gmail.com
Arizona Elks Major Projects (AEMP) 
Larry Bodwell, PDDGER 602-989-5896
LDBodwell@gmail.com
Audit & Accounting:
Eileen Austin 602-644-6343
rubyrhino@cox.net
Banquet Reservations Manager
Larry Bodwell, PDDGER 602-989-5896
LDBodwell@gmail.com
Bingo:
Diane Bodwell, DDGER 602-989-8940 
elks335treasurer@gmail.com
Blood Drive:
Becky Simons 602-697-1175 
ocheltr@aol.com
Charity Ball:
Tyler Vanwey 816-863-1101
vanweyt@gmail.com
Children’s Shopping Spree:
Linda Thompson 307-421-4683
lthompsonncua@gmail.com

Club Manager
Larry Bodwell, PDDGER 602-989-5896
LDBodwell@gmail.com
Dictionary/ Young Readers Day/Read 
Across America:
Stephanie Beasley 480-600-3968
Drug Awareness:	
Michael Senger 602-705-3448
marsstars@tutanota.com
Electronic Lodge Communications ONE:
Dan McDermott 909-994-0369  
ddmcdermott@gmail.com
Elks Kids:
Judy Peters 602-931-7640
judithpeters67@gmail.com
Elks Kids Family Night:
Rhonda Houtz 480-703-7411
Elks National Foundation:
Diane Bodwell, DDGER 602-989-8940
elks335treasurer@gmail.com
Flag Day:
Carol Brown, PER 480-239-8273
navasgrammy@yahoo.com
Facilities Committee: 
Jim Bowe 602-466-8451
jimbowe@cox.net
Friday Volunteer Servers:
Vacant
Funeral:
Al Kayal, HLM, PDDGER, PSP 
602-451-8413
akayal@msn.com
Golf Programs 
Kurt Albertson 602-770-8763
Government Relations:
Al Kayal, HLM, PDDGER, PSP 
602-451-8413
akayal@msn.com
Hoop Shoot:
Jason Begalke 480-322-2451
House Committee 
Larry Bodwell, PDDGER 602-989-5896
LDBodwell@gmail.com
Membership:
Tyler Vanwey 816-863-1101
vanweyt@gmail.com
Past Exalted Rulers Association: 
Carol Brown, PER 480-239-8273
navasgrammy@yahoo.com
Picnics:
Kathy Jones 602-777-1366 
Kajones8838@outlook.com 
Presiding Justice:
Philip Whitaker 602-423-8118
Protocol: (Co-Chairs)
Randy Sterling 602-616-3871
bullelk335@gmail.com & 
Dawn Sterling 602-242-4470
dawnscandles@cox.net
Public Relations
Jeff Beasley 918-808-2605 
jeff@elks.life
Queen of Hearts: 
Diane Bodwell, DDGER 602-989-8940 
elks335treasurer@gmail.com
Salvation Army Bell Ringers: 
Patricia Stewart 602-316-1548
pstewartaz@gmail.com
Scholarships:
Al Kayal, HLM, PDDGER, PSP 
602-451-8413
akayal@msn.com
Scouts Liaison, Boys & Girls:
Damien Speck 602-399-2277 
dspeckelks335@gmail.com
Soccer Shoot:
Michael Finical  602-284-6254 
mfinical@cox.net
Steak Fry Dinners
Larry Bodwell, PDDGER 602-989-5896
LDBodwell@gmail.com
Thanksgiving Baskets:
Becky Simons 602-697-1175 
ocheltr@aol.com
Tracks Editor:
Heather Leal 602-434-6046
HeatherLeal.hl@gmail.com 
Trustees:  
Al Kayal, HLM, PDDGER, PSP 
602-451-8413
akayal@msn.com
Veterans:
Nicole Beach 602-679-1319
nicbeach1@gmail.com
Wheel O’ Elkdom:
Alice Brown, 602-770-8618
campmaster@cox.net
Youth Activities:
Shawna Lang 480-327-8082
shawna.7@live.com

Secretary’s Information
SICKNESS AND DISTRESS: 
The following Sickness and Distress was reported at 
the May 21, and the June 4, 2026 Lodge sessions.

Tyler Vanwey, Est. Leading Knight, reported that Linda 
and Randy Doescher, PER were involved in a head on 
crash.  Linda had eight broken ribs, bruising and was 
hospitalized.  Randy was injured but not hospitalized.  
Both are recovering at home now.

Al Kayal, PDDGER, PSP reported that Brother Jim 
Karam, PER passed away on April 28.  Memorial 
service for Jim will be announced when notified by 
the family.

Al Kayal, PDDGER, PSP reported that Brother Ken 
White, PER had passed away.  Services for Ken will be 
July 16. Times to be announced.

Gus Noble, PER reported that Joan “Goofy” is going to 
start the first of many procedures to 

Marty Griffith, PER reported that Florence (his ex-
wife) was hospitalized with kidney stone.  She is now 
home recovering.

Clint Tompkins, Exalted Ruler reported that Ken 
Stewart is home recovering after a brief stay at the 
hospital.  Ailment was not identified.

Please keep our members and their families in your 
thoughts and prayers.
	
PROPOSITION FOR MEMBERSHIP: 
The following applicants were read on the floor of 
the Lodge at the May 21, 2026 and June 4, 2026 Lodge 
sessions:

By Initiation		  Proposer
Brian Astgen		  James Sharpe
Mark Alan Bowden	                      William Schuekert
Sheryl Bowden		  William Schuekert
Sunny Forrest-Brown		  Ron Watkins
Victoria Bruno	                  Andrew Oppenheim
Susan Christoph		  Joyce Kissner
Cameron Eggen	                   Randy Sterling, PER
Karen Gatewood		  Anne Bennett
Brady Gibson		  Chuck Gibson
Cody Gibson		  Chuck Gibson
Scott Gilbertson		  Jim Bowe
Christopher Goyette		  Anton L. Jones
Steven Insalaco		  Clem Brown, PER
Brock Kasnick		  James Allen
Brian Lang			   Barbara Lang	
Gregory Lang		  Barbara Lang
Patricia Lauer		  Anne Dowdy
Lora Jeanne Matteson           Catherine McDonough
John M. Murphy		  Roy Doten
Joanne Passmore		  Ronald R. Watkins
Nancy Perkinson	            Larry Bodwell, PDDGER
Stuart Snedecor		  Ken Wilson	Jason 
Troska			   Joyce Kissner
Ben Vermillion		  Jason Moon
Charles Vogel		  Brenda Kayal
Randle B. Williamson           Larry Bodwell, PDDGER
Brian Winther	                  Christopher Goyette

By Transfer Dimit
Joseph Palmer from Jamestown, NY Lodge #263

Associate Membership
Lynden Keala member of Waikiki Lodge #616
Andrew Oppenheim member of Colorado Springs 
Lodge #309
Steven J. Romano member of Sun City Lodge #2559

Applicants were referred to the Applications 
Committee.

APPLICATIONS COMMITTEE REPORT:
The following applicants have been favorably 
recommended for membership by the Applications 
Committee at the May 20, and the June 3, 2026 
committee meetings:

By Initiation
Brian Astgen		  Sharon Barry 	
Victoria Bruno		  James Cummins
Cameron Eggen		  Michael Farrar	
Sunny Forrest-Brown   	 Karen Gatewood
Scott Gilbertson	                  Christopher Goyette	
Brooke Hue		  Brock Kasnick	
Gregory Lang		  Lora Matteson	
John Murphy		  Joanne Passmore
Brenda Roberts		  Stuart Snedecor	
Kimberly Thurston	  	 Jason Troska
Charles Vogel		  Brian Winther

By Reinstatement
Rachael Sansone

By Transfer Dimit
Joseph Palmer

Associate Membership
Lynden Keala 	                 Andrew Oppenheim 
Steven Romano

BALLOTING:
The following applicants were balloted on at the May 
21 and June 4, 2026 Lodge sessions.

By Initiation
Brian Astgen		  Sharon Barry 	
Victoria Bruno		  James Cummins	
Cameron Eggen		  Michael Farrar	
Sunny Forrest-Brown		  Karen Gatewood	
Scott Gilbertson	               Christopher Goyette	
Brooke Hue		  Brock Kasnick	
Gregory Lang		  Lora Matteson	
John Murphy		  Joanne Passmore                       
Brenda Roberts		  Stuart Snedecor	
Kimberly Thurston		  Jason Troska	
Charles Vogel		  Brian Winther

By Reinstatement
Rachael Sansone

By Transfer Dimit
Joseph Palmer

Associate Membership
Lynden Keala 	 Andrew Oppenheim 
Steven Roman
All applicants were voted on in the affirmative.

INITIATION
The following 25 American citizens were initiated at 
the May 21 and June 4, 2026 Lodge sessions:

Brian Astgen		  Sharon Barry
Randy Bierbaum		  Victoria Bruno
James Cummins		  Cameron Eggen
Karen Gatewood		  Scott Gilbertson
Christopher Goyette		  Brooke Hue
Brock Kasnick		  Logan Kerr
Gregory Lang		  Lora Matteson
Laura Meis			  Sean Mulvey
John Murphy		  Joanne Passmore
Brenda Roberts		  Christie Slegers
Stuart Snedecor		  Kimberly Thurston
Jason Troska		  Charles Vogel
Peter Vuyk

Membership/Lapsation Report: 
Beginning Membership Total 4/1/2026  1100 
Increases:					   
Initiated			   26
Affiliated 			   1
Reinstated 		  2
Subtotal			   29
Decreases:
Dropped			   4
Transferred Out		  1
Absolute Dimit		  0
Deaths			   2
Expelled			   0
Subtotal			   7
CLMS Active Members  	 1122
Average Age		  65.06
Gain/Loss			   22 
Delinquency
Months			   151
One Year			   5 
Over One Year		  0
Total			   156
Lapsation Rate		  14.18% 
Life Members		  140
Honorary Life Members	 1
Total			   141
Life Percentage		  12.82%
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Cleaning & Organization 
Day
Submitted by Jeff Beasley, Esteemed Loyal Knight

Veterans Committee Chair, Nicole Beach, organized 
a spring cleaning and organization day at the Lodge. 
Members came together to clean, organize, and help 
improve the Lodge through teamwork and volunteerism.

Thank you to all of the members who showed up and 
donated their time to support the Lodge and our mission 
of service to veterans and the community. Your hard work 
and dedication are greatly appreciated.

What is an Elk?
Submitted by Brianna Vanwey, House Committee

At the heart of our Lodge is a simple but powerful 
philosophy that reflects the true spirit of Elkdom: we 
are a community built on mutual respect, kindness, and 
genuine connection. As Brother and Sister Elks from all 
walks of life, we recognize that each member brings a 
unique story and a shared dedication to our core virtues 
of Charity, Justice, Brotherly Love, and Fidelity.
​
Treating each other with respect isn’t just a rule in 
our social quarters—it is our culture. Whether we are 
volunteering for a community project, sharing a meal, 
or welcoming a new face to the Lodge, we commit to 
listening with an open mind and lifting each other up. 
By choosing kindness in all our interactions, we ensure 
our Lodge remains a safe, relaxed, and welcoming home 
away from home where lasting friendships thrive and our 
community impact grows.

The Declaration That 
Changed the World
Submitted by Jeff Beasley, Esteemed Loyal Knight

As we prepare to celebrate Independence Day and the 
250th anniversary of the birth of the United States of 
America, it is important to reflect on the document 
that forever changed history: the Declaration of 
Independence.

On July 4, 1776, fifty-six courageous men signed a 
declaration that would alter the course of the world. 
These men were not signing a simple letter of protest. 
They were risking everything — their fortunes, their 
reputations, their families, and even their lives — in 
pursuit of liberty and self-government.

At the time, the American colonies were under British 
rule. Colonists had grown increasingly frustrated with 
heavy taxation, lack of representation, restrictions 
on trade, and the growing control of King George III 
over their daily lives. The phrase “No taxation without 
representation” became a rallying cry throughout the 
colonies as Americans demanded the same freedoms and 
rights they believed were guaranteed to every person.

After years of growing tensions and the outbreak 
of fighting at Lexington and Concord in 1775, the 
Continental Congress gathered in Philadelphia to 
determine the future of the colonies. A committee led 
by Thomas Jefferson, alongside John Adams, Benjamin 
Franklin, Roger Sherman, and Robert R. Livingston, 
drafted what would become one of the most important 
documents ever written.

The Declaration boldly proclaimed that all men are 
created equal and are endowed with certain unalienable 
rights, including life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. 
It established the belief that governments derive their 
power from the consent of the governed and that when 
a government becomes destructive to those rights, the 
people have the right to change it.

Those ideas were revolutionary.
The Declaration of Independence was more than the 

birth certificate of a new nation. It became a symbol 
of freedom and inspired movements for liberty and 
democracy around the world for generations to come.

The road ahead for America was not easy. The 
Revolutionary War would continue for years, and 
countless patriots would sacrifice their lives for the 
freedoms we enjoy today. Yet through perseverance, faith, 
and unity, the United States emerged as a beacon of hope 
and opportunity unlike anything the world had ever seen.

As Elks, we understand the importance of patriotism, 
service, and remembering those who came before us. Our 
nation’s story is one of resilience, sacrifice, and ordinary 
citizens stepping forward to do extraordinary things for 
their communities and country.

This July Fourth, as fireworks light the sky and families 
gather together, let us remember the courage of those 
fifty-six signers and the generations of Americans who 
defended the freedoms established nearly 250 years ago. 
May we continue to honor their legacy through service, 
unity, and love of country.

God Bless America.

Lodge Activities
Submitted by Jeff Beasley, Esteemed Loyal Knight

One of the best ways to get involved at Phoenix Elks 
Lodge #335 is through the many recreational activities 
available to our members. Throughout the week, 
members gather for card games, pool tournaments, and 
racquetball, creating opportunities for fellowship, friendly 
competition, and lasting friendships.

Whether you’re a seasoned player, a beginner looking 
to learn, or interested in starting a new game or activity 
group, there’s a place for you at the Lodge. These 
activities are a great way to meet fellow members, stay 
active, and enjoy all that our Lodge has to offer.

We encourage everyone to join in, have fun, and 
experience the camaraderie that makes Phoenix Elks 
#335 such a special place.

Memorial Day 
Submitted by Jeff Beasley, Esteemed Loyal Knight

May 24, 2026

More than 270 members, bona fide guests, and visiting 
Elks gathered at the Lodge for this year’s Memorial Day 
Picnic in a tremendous show of camaraderie, fellowship, 
and patriotism.

The event welcomed members ranging from newly 
initiated Elks to those celebrating more than 25 years of 
membership, highlighting the strength and unity of our 
Lodge family. Officers and volunteers worked together 
throughout the day to help make the picnic a tremendous 
success.

A special thank you goes to Kathy Jones and the entire 
picnic committee for organizing an outstanding event 
enjoyed by all in attendance. We were also honored to 
welcome visiting members from other Lodges, including 
Esteemed Leading Knight Jody Brandt and his wife Meg 
from Yuma who are fresh off their successful participation 
at State Ritual Competition who we had the opportunity 
to wish them success representing our great state of 
Arizona in Chicago at nationals.  They also thanked the 
officers for contributing to their travel fund.

The day was a wonderful reminder of what makes 
Phoenix Elks Lodge #335 special with members coming 
together in service, friendship, and community spirit.

Day of Remembrance 
Submitted by Jeff Beasley, Esteemed Loyal Knight

More than 22 members of Phoenix Elks Lodge #335 
proudly participated in Memorial Day activities at Arizona 

National Cemetery, demonstrating the Lodge’s continued 
commitment to honoring veterans, remembering our 
fallen heroes, and serving the community.

Led by Veterans Committee Chair Nicole Beach, Phoenix 
Elks volunteers assisted throughout the weekend, 
including placing and later retrieving thousands of 
American flags honoring our nation’s heroes. Members 
also donated and distributed 5,000 bottles of water to 
attendees during the Memorial Day ceremony, generously 
provided by Phoenix Elks Lodge #335.

Exalted Ruler Clint Tompkins had the honor of laying 
a wreath, donated by Phoenix Elks Lodge #335, in 
remembrance of those who made the ultimate sacrifice in 
service to our country.

“Today we stood together not just to remember our 
veterans, but to honor the sacrifice behind every flag 
placed and every name remembered,” said ER Clint 
Tompkins.

The ceremony was well attended by Elks and community 
members from across Arizona. Fellow Elk and Mesa-
Buckhorn Lodge #2656 PER Debbie Melton served as 
the keynote speaker, sharing reflections from her more 
than 20 years of service with the United States Air Force 
and speaking about the true meaning and importance of 
Memorial Day.

Arizona Elks State President Frank Buso was also 
recognized on stage as a state dignitary during the 
ceremony. President Buso later shared that he was 
especially moved during the playing of Taps, a solemn 
reminder of the gratitude we owe as a nation to those 
who sacrificed in service to our country.

Phoenix Elks PER Karen Seaman, who also serves as the 
VAVS representative for Phoenix, was instrumental in 
working with various groups to help coordinate many of 
the efforts for the event. Many other Phoenix Elks also 
volunteered behind the scenes, contributing their time 
and support in the true spirit of Elkdom.

Phoenix Elks Lodge #335 is honored to continue its 
dedication to serving veterans, supporting military 
families, and ensuring that the sacrifices of our nation’s 
heroes are never forgotten.

Blood Drive
Submitted by Jeff Beasley, Esteemed Loyal Knight

Phoenix Elks Lodge #335 partnered with the American 
Red Cross to host a successful blood drive in the Lodge 
Room on June 3, 2026. Thanks to the generosity of 
donors, 27 units of blood were collected to help patients 
in need.

The Lodge has proudly partnered with the Red Cross 
for more than 30 years, hosting blood drives that have 
resulted in thousands of units of life-saving blood being 
donated.

Pictured: Red Cross representatives Amanda Wilhaite and 
Aniya Douglas with Phoenix Elks Lodge #335 members 
Becky Simons and Lisa Ferguson. (see page 10)
The next blood drive is scheduled for October 7, 2026.

Arizona Elks Association 
Organizational Meeting
Submitted by Jeff Beasley, Esteemed Loyal Knight

Elks Lodge #335 proudly hosted the Arizona Elks 
Association Organizational Meeting under the direction of 
Arizona State President Frank Buso.
Exalted Ruler Clint Tompkins and Esteemed Leading 
Knight Tyler Vanwey welcomed members from Elks 
Lodges across Arizona to our Phoenix Lodge. The meeting 
provided an opportunity for state leaders, district officers, 
committee members, and Lodge representatives to gather 
and prepare for the upcoming year of service.
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Phoenix Lodge members and volunteers played an 
important role in the event’s success by assisting with 
setup, lunch service, and takedown. The Lodge was 
honored to host fellow Elks from around the state and 
showcase the spirit of hospitality and volunteerism that 
defines Phoenix Elks #335.

The event also highlighted the strong involvement of 
Phoenix Lodge members who serve in numerous Arizona 
Elks Association leadership, committee, and volunteer 
positions. Their dedication continues to make a positive 
impact on communities throughout Arizona.

Phoenix Elks Lodge #335 extends its appreciation to 
all who attended and helped make the Organizational 
Meeting a successful and productive gathering.

Phoenix Elks Host Nation 
of Patriots Fundraiser for 
Arizona Veterans
Submitted by Jeff Beasley, Esteemed Loyal Knight

Phoenix Elks Lodge #335 proudly hosted an event for the 
Nation of Patriots Arizona Chapter on June 6, 2026. The 
event drew more than 120 attendees and showcased the 
Elks continued commitment to supporting veterans.

More than 15 lodge members and volunteers assisted 
with dinner service, setup, and cleanup throughout the 
evening. The event was also well attended by Elks Riders 
and members from lodges across Arizona.

A highlight of the evening was the generous support from 
the  Elks Riders & Members from Chandler and Sun City 
who donated over $16,000 to assist Arizona veterans in 
need. The event raised more than $30,000 to assist 150 
Arizona veterans.

Veterans Visit
Submitted by Karen Seaman, PER

Often, we gather at the Community Living Center to play 
Bingo with our Veterans while serving pizza, drinks, and 
desserts. Usually, the room is filled with laughter, teasing 
over Bingo cards, and the familiar faces we have come to 
love through the years.

But yesterday, May 17, 2026, the room felt different.
Three of our treasured regular players were missing.
One of them was our beloved “Queen of Bingo,” Marie, 
who over the years completely stole the hearts of our 
volunteers: Cookie Nanni, Becky Simons, Lizanne Luke, 
MaryBeth Bloom, Darlene Shepphard, and me, Karen 
Seaman. Marie was a strong and independent Veteran 
who never let anyone fix her car, she did it herself. She 
was spirited, funny, determined, and deeply loved. She 
will be greatly missed by all of us.

Then there was Edward, a proud Army Veteran and true 
fighting soldier, who passed the day after Marie. The 
following day, Harold, a Vietnam Veteran like Edward, 
also took his final flight.

It was a very difficult week for their families, the doctors 
and nurses at the CLC, and the Hospice Volunteers, 
including myself, who became lovingly invested in the 
lives of these Veterans. We were also informed that 
another Veteran had quietly passed just one week earlier, 
much to the surprise of the staff.

Moments like these remind us that every time we walk 
into that Bingo room, we should treasure it. We hug 
them, laugh with them, joke with them, and love them. 
Just like with our own families and friends, we never 
know if someone will still be there the next time we visit.

Love your family.
Love your friends.

And never forget the Veterans who fought for your 

freedom and signed a blank check payable up to and 
including their lives.

Get involved. Join us for Bingo with our Veterans. Come 
thank the people who stood on the front lines for all of 
us. That is what we do as Elks. More importantly, that is 
what we do as human beings.

Jump in, it is meaningful, rewarding, and yes it is a whole 
lot of fun.

We would love to include you, and they would love to 
meet you.

Homeless Youth 
Submitted by Jeff Beasley, Esteemed Loyal Knight

The Phoenix Elks Lodge #335 Homeless Youth 
Empowerment Committee recently held its organizational 
kickoff meeting, bringing together dedicated volunteers 
who share a common goal: helping homeless and at-risk 
youth throughout our community.

Funded through an Impact Grant providing $10,000 
annually for the next three years, the committee is 
developing programs and resources designed to provide 
meaningful support to youth facing housing instability, 
financial hardship, and other life challenges. Grant funds 
are restricted and must be used specifically for approved 
homeless youth initiatives and services.

During the meeting, volunteers discussed plans for 
resource collection, community partnerships, volunteer 
opportunities, and youth-focused events. The committee 
established an ambitious goal of supporting at least 
300 homeless and at-risk youth during the coming 
year through direct assistance, educational resources, 
transportation support, and community outreach.

A cornerstone of the program will be the distribution of 
monthly supplies to homeless and at-risk youth. Through 
partnerships with schools, community organizations, 
and youth service agencies, the committee plans to 
provide essential items such as backpacks, hygiene kits, 
socks, underwear, school supplies, snacks, water flavor 
packets, resource guides, scholarship information, and 
other necessities that can help young people meet daily 
challenges and focus on their education and future 
success.

To support this effort, the committee is developing a 
centralized resource and donation program at the Lodge. 
Supplies will be collected, organized, and inventoried 
to ensure resources are readily available when requests 
arise from schools, partner organizations, and community 
agencies. Donation collection boxes and volunteer 
resource storage areas are also being planned.

Committee members discussed developing relationships 
with local schools, Homeless Youth Connection, foster 
care organizations, businesses, and government agencies 
to better identify needs and connect youth with available 
resources. Additional efforts will focus on securing 
transportation assistance, including bus passes and food 
gift cards, helping remove barriers that many homeless 
youth face each day.

Three major event initiatives were also identified during 
the planning session:

• Homeless Youth Backpack & Donation Drive
• Homeless Youth Recognition Ceremony during Youth 
Week
• Spring Job, College & Life Skills Fair

These programs are designed not only to provide 
immediate assistance but also to recognize achievements, 
encourage personal growth, and empower young people 
as they work toward brighter futures.

The committee is also planning regular volunteer 
opportunities, with the first Volunteer Day scheduled 
for the last Sunday of June at the Lodge. Volunteers will 

assist with community partnerships, gathering donations, 
organizing supplies, preparing resources, and building the 
foundation for future outreach efforts. Monthly volunteer 
meetings will be held on the last Sunday of each month, 
while committee meetings will take place on the first 
Tuesday of each month at 1:00 PM at the Lodge.

Phoenix Elks Lodge #335 has long been committed 
to serving youth, veterans, and families in need. The 
Homeless Youth Empowerment Committee represents 
another opportunity for members to live out the Elks 
motto, “Elks Care, Elks Share,” by providing hope, 
resources, and encouragement to some of the most 
vulnerable young people in our community.

The committee welcomes volunteers, community 
partners, and supporters who wish to help make a 
difference. Together, we can create opportunities, inspire 
hope, and positively impact the lives of hundreds of youth 
throughout the Valley.

Family Fun Nights!
Submitted by Judy Peters, Elks Kids Committee Chair

The Elks Kids Committee hosted a delightful Fun Family 
Challenge Night on May 16, 2026, in the Vista Room. The 
evening was a hit, with about 15 kids and their families 
joining together for a memorable night of entertainment, 
laughter, and camaraderie.

Attendees enjoyed a delicious spread featuring pizza, a 
variety of snacks, and ice cream for dessert. The event 
was packed with exciting games, including Granny Pants, 
the Sack Race, and the Minute to Win It Oreo Cookie 
Race.

Congratulations to Belle and Jayden, who won the Sack 
Race; Antone Jones and Makenna Guthier, who won the 
Granny Pants Challenge; and Elodie Kerr, who mastered 
the Minute to Win It Oreo Cookie Race.

The children had a blast and expressed their enthusiasm 
for more game nights like this in the future. All kids ages 
1 to 17 are welcome to join Elks Kids Committee events. 
Meals are provided free for children, while adults are 
welcome to contribute through donations.

Don’t miss the upcoming Luau Out Party on June 27 from 
6:00 PM to 9:00 PM, featuring a DJ, engaging games, and 
a delectable menu created by Cindy.

Elk of the 
Month
Submitted by Clint 
Tompkins, Exalted Ruler

This month, we are proud 
to recognize Ron Watkins as 
our Elk of the Month.

If you spend any time 
around the Lodge, chances 
are you’ve seen Ron lending 
a hand, offering his time, 

or finding another way to help. Whether it’s stepping in 
where needed, donating services, or quietly supporting 
projects behind the scenes, Ron consistently shows what 
it means to put the Lodge first.

One recent example of his dedication has been taking 
over our Sunday Smashburgers and helping keep that 
tradition going for members and guests to enjoy. His 
willingness to step up and make things happen does not 
go unnoticed.

Ron, thank you for your continued generosity, your 
service, and for always looking for ways to support the 
Lodge. We truly appreciate all that you do.

Congratulations, Ron, and thank you for being such an 
outstanding Elk!
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Calling all Bakers! 
Submitted by Becky Simons, Lodge Esquire

I would like to make a list of bakers who are willing to help 
out with some of the fundraising parties and other ceremonies 
we have during the year. I know for a fact we have some great 
dessert makers but it falls to the same people each time and we 
need more help. So if you enjoy baking please let me know if 
you are interested in sharing your talents.

As always if you see me come say hi.

Becky Simons, Lodge Esquire 
602-697-1175
ocheltr@aol.com

July 
Birthdays! 

July 1
Alan Johnson

July 2
Anthony Knapp

Myra Payne

July 3
John Taglia — LM

July 4
Dave Drake

Norman Hill — LM
Emmi Jack
James Kear

Michael Noble

July 5
Kenneth Cramer — LM

Frank Dolezal
John Murphy

July 6
Shannon Emblin
Charles Romano
Mark Thompson

July 7
Raymond Dean
Alessio Lazzeri

Margaret Rubach
Ernest Scarbrough

Alison Tymkiw

July 8
Shane Boos

Don Mohrmann Jr.
Robert Moretti

July 9
Darlene Copland
Tamara Crawford

July 10
Rhonda Houtz

July 11
Jamie Rankin
Victor Trotta

July 12
Anton Jones

Thomas Miller
Ross Roberts — LM

Patricia Stewart

July 13
Phyllis Bjornson

Stephen Hanrahan
Jessica Nunez
Roger Pinkoski

July 14
Janice Christensen — 

PER
Fred Duthie — LM

Amy Henning
William Kinnerup

Linda Larralde

July 15
Patricia Barth

James Hansen Jr.
Donald Heim — LM

Derek Sicher
Charles Voinovich Jr.

July 16
Lindsey Kear
Nancy Lieb

Frances Rollen
Arthur Tobin
William Wesp
William Wise

July 18
Leslie Blakely
Linda Johnson
Lynette Quigley

July 19
Eric Almassy

Clem Brown — PER
Cheri Christopher
Jeannette Turpin

July 20
Dennis Barkley
Rochelle Lowry
Katie Stumbo

July 21
Gus Noble — PER PEY 

LM
S Oppenheim
John Rodney

July 23
Randy Bierbaum
Lawrence Ducat

July 24
Michael Guida Jr.

Kevin Heade
Edward Lewis
Janice Lewis

July 25
Alf Eriksson — LM

July 26
Seth Blumberg
Justin Calhoun

Daniel Kullukian
Laura Leinenveber
Billy McFarland Jr.

July 27
Joan Borders

Dawn Ferguson
Gladys Scott

Fredric Sobottka

July 28
Walter Brada

Kelsey Haldiman
Robert Jones

Charles Thurston — 
LM

July 29
Holly Hochstetler
Fred Humphrey
Monica Janoff

July 30
Harry Magnan — PER

Katherine Seward
Becky Lou Simons
Jim Templin — LM

July 31
Joseph Oppliger

Welcome New Members! 

Left to Right:
Jason Troska, Christopher Goyette, Chuck Vogel, Kimberly Thurston, Gregory Lang, 
Karen Gatewood, Randy Bierbaum, Sean Mulvey, Clint Tompkins -Exalted Ruler, 
Brenda Roberts, Cameron Eggen, Sharon Barry, Christie Sleggers, Victoria Bruno, Brock 
Kasnick, Joanne Passmore, Scott Gilbertson, and James Cummins

Left to Right:
John Murphy, Stuart Snedecor, Peter Vuyk, Brian Astgen, Clint Tompkins — Exalted 
Ruler, Brooke Hue, Lora Matteson, Logan Kerr, and Laura Meis
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Just Elking around!



Dinner served 5:30 p.m. -
7:00 p.m.
Groups of 8+ please call a 
day in advance:
(602) 482-2335

July 3
Stuffed Pork Loin $16
Baked And Fried Fish $14

July 10
Prime Rib  $23
Baked And Fried Fish $14

July 17
Lasagna and Garlic Bread 
$16
Baked And Fried Fish $14

July 24
Pork Chops $16
Baked And Fried Fish $14

July 31
Baked Chicken $16
Baked And Fried Fish $14

All dinner prices + tax.
Dinners will include Soup 
OR Salad

Every Friday night:
Soup, Mixed Greens, &
Coleslaw – $9.00
Cooked to order Chicken 
Caesar Salad $10.00 
Shrimp Dinner $14
Kids menu $7.00

Desserts: Donation, please.
Any substitutions or
changes will be listed on
the menu board in the
lounge. 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
9am Pool Players
12pm Teen Pool 
Lessons
5:30pm Steak / 
Chicken Night
7pm Orientation 
7pm Trivia

2
12pm Poker Games

3
9am Pool Players
11am Canasta
5:30pm Dinner
6:30pm Denny & Dan

4
12pm 4th of July Picnic
3-7pm Karaoke
6pm Appetizers 
6pm Texas Hold’em

5
12pm Sunday Funday

6
9am Pool Players
12pm Poker Games
1pm Bunco
6pm Kids Comm Mtg 

7
12pm Texas Hold’em
5:30pm Billiard Group
5:30pm Dinner
6:30pm Public Bingo

8
9am Pool Players
12pm Teen Pool 
Lessons 
5:30pm Steak / 
Chicken Night
7pm Song Bingo

9
12pm Poker Games

10
9am Pool Players
11am Canasta
5:30pm Dinner
6:30pm Kool Traxx

11
5:30pm Dinner
7pm Fun Bingo

12
12pm Sunday Funday
2pm Line Dancing 
Lessons

13
9am Pool Players 
12pm Poker Games
7pm House Comm Mtg

14
12pm Texas Hold’em
5:30pm Billiard Group
5:30pm Dinner
6pm Trustees Mtg
6:30pm Public Bingo

15
9am Pool Players
12pm Teen Pool 
Lessons 
5:30pm Steak / 
Chicken Night
7pm Application Mtg
7pm Trivia

16
12pm Poker Games
7pm Lodge Mtg

17
9am Pool Players
11am Canasta
5:30pm Dinner
6:30pm Devo & Walley

18 
6pm Texas Hold’em
6pm New Member 
Party and Pool Movie!

19
9am Breakfast hosted 
by the PERs
12pm Sunday Funday

20
9am Pool Players 
12pm Poker Games

21
12pm Texas Hold’em
5:30pm Billiard Group
5:30pm Dinner
6:30pm Public Bingo

22
9am Pool Players
12pm Teen Pool 
Lessons 
5:30pm Steak / 
Chicken Night
7pm Song Bingo

23
12pm Poker Games
6pm Veterans  Mtg
7pm PERs Mtg

24
9am Pool Players
11am Canasta
5:30pm Dinner
6:30pm Papa T 
Karaoke

25
5pm Christmas in July 
Party/ Dinner

26
12pm Sunday Funday
2pm Line Dancing 
Lessons

27
9am Pool Players
12pm Poker Games

28
12pm Texas Hold’em
5:30pm Billiard Group
5:30pm Dinner
6:30pm Public Bingo

29
9am Pool Players
12pm Teen Pool 
Lessons 
5:30pm Steak / 
Chicken Night
7pm Song Bingo

30
12pm Poker Games

31
9am Pool Players
11am Canasta
5:30pm Dinner
6:30pm Rosanna & 
Palmer

Lounge Hours:				  
Monday-Thursday: 11am-10pm		
Friday and Saturday: 11am-11pm
Sunday: 11am-7pm 

Hours:
Monday-Thursday: 9am-10pm
Friday: 9am till close
Saturday: 11am till close
Sunday: 11am -7pm

Office Hours:
Monday-Thursday: 9am-2pm

July 2026

Friday Night Food Servers Needed!
Come in, join a team, and help once a month for just a couple 

of  hours on a Friday.
Meet Members and make new friends. Contact Cindy 

Pendergrass to get involved! Members, spouses, and widows 
can volunteer!

Phone: 623-582-4298
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The Elks Tracks is the official newsletter of Phoenix 
Lodge #335, published monthly and distributed to 
all Lodge members. Content is subject to editing, 
acceptance or rejection by the Tracks Staff. Certain 
articles are printed as submitted without editing, per 
direction of the Exalted Ruler and/or the Lodge 
Secretary. All written articles must be submitted in 
paper, email, text or Word format. Graphics, pictures 
and photographs must be submitted in an “Actual Size” 
format. Verbal changes to the content are acceptable 
with an email resubmission.

TRACKS NEWSLETTER STAFF
Production/Publication Editor: Heather Leal 
602-434-6046  HeatherLeal.HL@gmail.com
Proofreaders:  Brenda Kayal, Lynette Quigley, Carrie 
Hebert, Betty Chamberlain, Kathy Allasia, Robin 
McDermott, Dan McDermott and Jerry Porter
Visual Arts Design & Advertising Content Creator: 
Nicole Beach 


